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When shall we rid ourselves of endless 

pastimes? 

 Man has come to this world for a 

specific purpose. To fulfill this purpose and to 

spend life for its sake is the real success of 

man. Whatever part of life is spent for 

anything other than this purpose will bring 

nothing but regret and remorse.  

 The supreme purpose for which man 
has been sent to this world is to recognize his 
Creator and Master and to serve and worship 
Him. But people living in this world have 
often deviated from this path in different ways 
and always suffered failure and humiliation in 
both worlds. However, the patterns of this 
deviation have changed now. In the past this 
deviation smacked of ignorance and apparent 
lack of culture. But the new pattern is novel 
and seemingly appears to be in conformity 
with the so-called ‘modern culture’ and 
‘enlightenment’. The Quran has drawn our 
attention to the ignorant and purposeless 
practices that were in vogue fourteen hundred 
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years ago and has warned us against 
regarding this world as a theatre of sport and 
pastime. Now the same kind of ignorant 
thinking is taking roots in our society in the 
garb of ‘modern culture and civilization’. New 
and innovative ways of sport are being 
constantly devised. A large number of people 
have become involved with these sports and a 
much larger number has been engaged in it as 
spectators. Hardly anyone feels any dislike for 
these pursuits. The matter has reached such a 
level of frenzy that people abandon their 
normal occupations for its sake. At times, 
some people neglect the care of their patients 
and other serious duties for sports. So much 
so that even religious obligations are 
overlooked and none seems to feel any regret 
among our leaders including the religious-
minded ones. That is why this interest in 
sports has permeated almost all sections of the 
society. People of all groups, elders as well as 
youngsters, important and ordinary, educated 
and illiterate, urban and rural all are 
engrossed in this fruitless activity. Some of 
these sports have become so prevalent that the 
whole nation becomes stand-still when these 
are being played. People in their homes, 
shops, offices and street children are found in 
rapt attention to the games. Even the travelers 
do not miss the activity and keep themselves 



Id
ar

a 
G

hu
fr

an

informed through transistors or mobile 
phones. Looking at this situation, it would not 
be an exaggeration to say that the present 
society has gone far beyond the past periods of 
ignorance in making sports their aim in life. A 
slight reflection in a fair and objective manner 
will reveal the truth of this statement. 
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